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SUBJECT: REMARKS OF NAOUM FARAH, AID TO BACHIR GEMAYEL 

1 . EMBOFF LUNCHED AUGUST 25 WITH NAOUM FARAH AT AU VIEUX 

QU ARTIER IN ASHRAFIYAH. IN DESERTED DINING ROOM WITH AN ISRAELI 
DANCE BEING PIPED OVER THE MUZAK, FARAH SAID THE CHRISTIANS HAD 
LOST ALL CONFIDENCE IN PRESIDENT SARKIS, WHO WAS A PETAIN 
COLLABORATING WITH A FOREIGN ENEMY. (COMMENT: THOSE ARE STRONG 
WORDS EVEN FOR A FOLLOWER OF BACHIR GEMAYEL.) FARAH ALSO SAID 
THE FOLLOWING. 

2. BEIRUT. 

A. THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS WOULD CONTINUE TO HONOR 

THE AUGUST 9 CEASE-FIRE, BUT WOULD NOT DO SO INDEFINITELY. 

FIGHTING WOULD RESUME WITHIN ABOUT TWO WEEKS, IF THE SYRIANS 
DID NOT MAKE SOME CONCESSION, SUCH AS WITHDRAWING 
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FROM THE QARANTINA BRIDGE, WITH WHICH THE PHALANGE 
COULD APPEASE THE LOCAL POPULATION. IF FIGHTING DID 
RESUME, THE CHRISTIAN MILIAS WOULD "GENERALIZE IT" 

THROUGHOUT LEBANON. 

B. THE SYRIANS HAD DEFINITELY NOT LIVED UP TO THE 
AUGUST 9 CEASE-FIRE AGREEMENT. THE SYRIANS HAD 
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UNEQUIVOCABLY MADE A PROMISE TO EVACUATE THE RIZK TOWER AND 
THE REST OF THEIR POSITIONS IN EAST BEIRUT WITHIN TWO WEEKS 
AFTER THE ORIGINAL WITHDRAWAL FROM EASTERN ASHRAFIYAH. 
(COMMENT: ADF COMMANDER SAMI KHATIB VIGOROUSLY DENIES ANY 
SUCH PROMISE. END COMMENT.) 

3. SOUTH AND NORTH LEBANON. 

A. THE LEBANESE ARMY UNIT IN SOUTH LEBANON WOULD NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO GO BY ROAD THROUGH MARJAYOUN TO TIBNIN 
AND WOULD PROBABLY "SPEND THE WINTER IN KAWKABA." THE 
PHALANGE HAD NO PARTICULAR OBJECTION TO THE UNIT GOING 
BY HELICOPTER, BUT THE GOL WOULD NOT ALLOW IT TO DO SO. 

B. PARTISANS OF SULAYMAN FRANJIYAH HAD AMBUSHED AND 
KILLED NINE PEOPLE IN THE DISTRICT OF KOURA, NORTH LEBANON, 

ON AUGUST 24. ALL OF THE PEOPLE EXCEPT ONE WERE TEENAGERS. 

TWO OF THE PEOPLE WERE MEMBERS OF THE PHALANGE PARTY. IT WOULD 
BE DIFFICULT TO RESTRAIN THE RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED FROM 
RETALIATING. 

C. ON AUGUST 23 THE SYRIANS HAD ORDERED THE PHALANGE 
TO CLOSE ALL ITS OFFICES IN ZAHLE. THE PHALANGE WOULD 
RESIST THIS ORDER BY FORCE IF NECESSARY. 

4. THE ISRAELIS AND THE ARABS. 
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A. THE ISRAELIS WERE SUPPLYING THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS 
WITH "SOVIET WEAPONS CAPTURED FROM THE EGYPTIANS." 

THE ISRAELIS WERE SUPPLY NO TANKS OR AMERICAN-MADE 
WEAPONS OR AMERICAN MADE AMMUNITION. THE 
WEAPONS DELIVERED WERE OF SECOND-RATE QUALITY. 

B. THE UNITED STATES DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE ARABS IN 
GENERAL OR THE SYRIANS IN PARTICULAR. THE UNITED STATES 
THOUGHT THAT JUST BECAUSE THE ARABS MADE AN AGREEMENT THEY 
WOULD KEEP IT. THIS WAS NOT TRUE. THE SYRIANS WOULD 

KEEP AN AGREEMENT ONLY IF FORCED TO, FOR EXAMPLE. 

ONLY THE ISRAELIS UNDERSTOOD THE ARABS. 

5. VISITORS. 

A. BACHIR GEMAYEL HAD LEFT AUGUST 25 FOR PARIS WHERE 
HE WOULD SPEND THREE DAYS TO ATTEND THE MARRIAGE OF A 
FRIEND. (MANY LEBANESE ARE SPECULATING HE WENT TO MEET 
THE ISRAELIS.) 

B. FARAH DID NOT RELIVE CAMILLE CHAMOUN WAS BEGIN S 
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MYSTERIOUS VISITOR THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 23. FARAH 
CLAIMED THAT CHAMOUN WAS SEEN IN LEBANON AT THE TIME. 
KINSOLVING 


SECRET 


NNN 
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